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the Presbyterians were opposed, since they hoped
against hope that some accommodation might be
reached and the war ended without a decisive victory
on either side ; and Cromwell was obliged to rely
upon the Independents alone. It was with their
assistance that the Self-denying Ordinance, declaring
that members of either House should be incapable
of holding military commands, was introduced and
finally passed. In this way Essex and Manchester
were compulsorily, though honourably, retired, and
their places taken by Fairfax and Cromwell, for the
benefit of the latter of whom a special dispensation
was granted from the effects of the recent Ordinance.
At the same time the army was reconstituted ; it was
no longer a kind of militia, but became a regular
standing force, which was quickly filled with men of
strong religious convictions who were determined to
triumph, and that completely (1645).

The result of these methods was quickly seen in
the rapid collapse of the royalist cause. After some
preliminary successes, the combined Parliamentary
army, under Fairfax and Cromwell, met the royalists,
commanded by the king and Rupert, at Naseby
(1645), and gained a complete and overwhelming
victory. With it all hope of success for Charles
practically vanished. His last real army, that in the
West, was crushed by Fairfax, who soon afterwards
took Bristol by assault, and Montrose, who had been
successfully upholding the royal interest in Scotland,
was defeated at Philiphaugh, The king still wan-
dered about the country, but place after place
surrendered to the victorious " men of religion." The
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